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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to Amendment filed on 12/12/2008. 

2. Claims 1, 5, 7, 12, 13 and 18 have been amended and claims 2, 3, 19 and 21-23 were 
previously cancelled. Currently, claims 1,4-18 and 20 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed by Applicant on 03/05/2009 has been 
received and considered. A copy of the reviewed IDS is enclosed with this Office letter. 

Response to Amendment 

4. Amendment to the specification has been received and entered. 

5. Amendment to the claims is effective to overcome the 1 12, 2 nd paragraph rejection in the 
previous Office action. Therefore, the previous 1 12, 2 nd paragraph rejection has been withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,4-18 and 20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

9. Claims 1 , 4- 1 8 and 20 (effective filing date 3/26/2004) are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maieed (US Patent No 7,203,660, effective filing date 
4/9/2001) in view of Thompson et al. (US Patent No 6,668,253; effective filing date 9/8/1999). 



As to claim 1, Majeed teaches: 
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"A computer system that includes components stored on a computer storage medium" 
(see Majeed , Abstract), the components comprising: 

"a uniform interface, having a set of defined options, configured to receive a generalized 
request from a report object and, based upon information included in the generalized request, 
access data from a database and return the accessed data to the report object, the report object 
being configured to operate without directly accessing the database" (see Majeed , Fig. 6 and 
[column 17, lines 35-41] for an interface having a set of defined options; and also see Fig. 4 and 
[column 13, lines 28-36] wherein the DDSAS as disclosed is interpreted as uniform interface as 
recited and the Information Server Module is interpreted as report object), 

"wherein at least one staging table, having a standardized structure which is independent 
of business rules of the database, is utilized by the uniform interface to store at least a portion of 
the accessed data" (see Majeed , [column 35, lines 41-65] wherein Table Section in the DDSAS 
including a table storing query result for sorting, ranking and formatting the result data is 
interpreted as Applicant 's "staging table"; also see [column 39, lines 58-67]), 

"wherein the uniform interface is further configured to access the data from the database 
by translating the generalized request into a specific query which, upon execution, populates the 
at least one staging table with the accessed data" (see Majeed , [column 13, lines 28-36] and 
[column 39, lines 58-65] wherein request for report or Accesser's DSR (Demand Survey 
Request) is interpreted as generalized request and SQL query is interpreted as specific query as 
recited), and 

"wherein the uniform interface is further configured to, in response to the generalized 
request, query the at least one staging table to retrieve the accessed data and to return the 
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accessed data to the report object after execution of the specific query that populates the at least 
one staging table" (see Majeed , [column 35, lines 45-55] and [column 39, lines 57-67] for 
processing results in a table (Table Section) of DDSAT (uniform interface) before returned the 
results to the Accesser (report object) wherein the table or Table Section is interpreted as 
equivalent to staging table), and 

"wherein columns in the at least one staging table are related to the set of defined options 
of the uniform interface" (see Majeed , Fig. 17 and Fig. 22 for the relationship between defined 
option of the interface (Fig. 17) and columns of the report (Fig. 22) wherein columns of the 
report represents columns of the Table Section that hold the result data for formatting before 
reporting). 

However, Majeed docs not teach the database as a general ledger database. 

On the other hand, Thompson et al. teach a general ledger database (see Thompson et al . 
[column 25, lines 29-33]). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the system of Majeed by the teaching of Thompson et al. 
by modifying the system of Majeed to use with the general ledger database. Skilled artisan 
would have been motivated to do so as suggested by Majeed , [column 12, lines 15-20] that user 
can use the system to request for report on financial account (i.e., user's accounts and/or 
transactions). Accessing and reporting data from a general ledger database using the system of 
Majeed allows user with effective way to access reports regarding financial information. 
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As to claim 4, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 

"wherein the at least one staging table is an account code table" (see Thompson et al , 
[column 25, lines 44-47] for Account Tables). 

As to claim 5, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 

"wherein at least one staging table is an account balance staging table" (see Thompson et 
al, [column 25, lines 60-65] for Financial Account Balance Table). 

As to claim 6, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 




"wherein the at least one staging table is a column filter staging table" (see Thompson et 
al, [column 11, lines 9-12] for a list of predefined query filters which is equivalent to 
Applicant 's "column filter staging table"). 




As to claim 7, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 
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"wherein the generalized request includes at least one natural account is translated into at 
least one account code, which is stored in an account staging table" (see Thompson et al . Fig. 
25 A for account sequence which is equivalent to Applicant 's "account code"). 

As to claim 8, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 7 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 




"wherein the specific query, into which the generalized request is translated by the 
uniform interface, comprises a single sequential query language (SQL) statement that joins the 
account staging table with a balance table of the general ledger database, such that balance 
information for an entire report column is retrieved by execution of the single SQL statement" 
(see Majeed . [column 23, lines 60-65] for database operations, e.g., joins, between tables and see 
[column 23, lines 20-25] for accessing data from tables using an SQL query; also see Thompson 
et al , [column 26, lines 30-45 and 53-56] for ability to combine the financial information which 
is equivalent to Applicant 's "joins"). 

As to claim 9, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 8 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 

"wherein the balance information comprises current balance amounts for each account 
code in the account staging table" (see Thompson et al , [column 25, lines 60-65] wherein each 




Application/Control Number: 10/810,766 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2164 

of GL accounts is equivalent to Applicant 's "account code" and account balances is equivalent to 
Applicant 's "balance amounts", and Fig. 25C for balance amount item). 

As to claim 10, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 8 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 

"wherein the balance information comprises year-to-date balance amounts for each 
account code in the account staging table" (see Thompson et al , [column 30-35 and 60-65] 
wherein each of GL accounts is equivalent to Applicant 's "account code" and account balances 
is equivalent to Applicant 's "balance amounts", and Fig. 25C for EOY beginning balance and 
EOY ending balance which is equivalent to Applicant 's "year-to-date balance"). 

As to claim 11, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 8 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 




"wherein the generalized request further comprises account filter criteria, and wherein a 
WHERE clause of the single SQL statement is configured to include the account filter criteria" 
(see Thompson et al , [column 10, lines 1-15 and 40-45] and [column 26, lines 30-40] for the 
function of filtering information including financial information). 




As to claim 12, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
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Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 

"wherein the generalized request includes at least one natural account and account filter 
criteria, and wherein, with the help of the uniform interface, the at least one natural account is 
translated into at least one account code, which is stored in an account staging table, and wherein 
account codes that match the account filter criteria are stored in a column filter staging table" 
(see Thompson et al . Fig. 25 A for account sequence which is equivalent to Applicant 's "account 
code", and see [column 11, lines 9-15] and [column 10, lines 1-15] for filtering information and 
see [column 25, lines 20-60] and Fig. 25A for account number which is equivalent to Applicant 's 
"natural account" and account sequence which is equivalent to Applicant 's "account code"). 

As to claim 13, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 
12 and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 

"wherein the specific query, into which the generalized request is translated by the 
uniform interface, comprises a single sequential query language (SQL) statement that joins the 
account staging table with the column filter staging table and with a balance table of the general 
ledger database, such that balance information for an entire report column is retrieved by 
execution of the single SQL statement" (see Thompson et al. , [column 26, lines 30-45] and 
[column 31, lines 35-45] for ability to combine the financial information which is equivalent to 
Applicant 's "joins" and in addition, retrieving information from tables requires the join among 
the tables wherein 'join' operation can be performed by an SQL statement). 
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As to claim 14, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 
13 and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 

"wherein the balance information comprises current balance amounts for each account 
code in the account staging table" (see Majeed , [column 25, lines 30-35 and 60-65] wherein each 
of GL accounts is equivalent to Applicant 's "account code" and account balances is equivalent to 
Applicant 's "balance amounts", and Fig. 25C for balance amount item ). 

As to claim 15, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 
13 and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson ct al. teach: 




"wherein the balance information comprises year-to-date balance amounts for each 
account code in the account staging table" (see Thompson et al. , [column 30-35 and 60-65] 
wherein each of GL accounts is equivalent to Applicant 's "account code" and account balances 
is equivalent to Applicant 's "balance amounts", and Fig. 25C for EOY beginning balance and 
EOY ending balance which is equivalent to Applicant 's "year-to-date balance"). 

As to claim 16, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 

"wherein the at least one staging table is a temporary table" (see Thompson et al , 
[column 25, lines 15-17] wherein a Summary Temporary Table is a temporary staging table). 
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As to claim 17, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 

"wherein the at least one staging table is a permanent table" (see Thompson et al , 
[column 25, lines 17-22] wherein a Summary (permanent) Table is a permanent staging table). 

As to claim 18, Majeed teach: 



"A computer implemented method of retrieving data, from a database, to satisfy a 
generalized request from a report object" (see Majeed , Abstract, Fig. 1 and [column 39, lines 35- 
67] for retrieving data from Demand Database to satisfy the Accesser's Demand Survey Request 
(DSR)), comprising: 

"receiving, in a uniform interface having a set of defined options, the generalized request 
from the report object" (see Majeed , Fig. 6 and [column 17, lines 35-41] for an interface having a 
set of defined options; and see [column 39, lines 35-46] for receiving DSR from Accesser); 

"accessing, based on information included in the generalized request, data from the 
database" (see Majeed , [column 39, lines 57-65]); 

"utilizing at least one staging table, having a standardized structure which is independent 
of business rules of the database, to store at least a portion of the accessed data on a computer 
storage medium before it is returned to the report object from the staging table in response to the 
generalized request" (see Majeed , [column 35, lines 45-55] and [column 39, lines 57-67] for 
processing results in a table (Table Section) of DDSAT (uniform interface) before returned the 
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results to the Accesser (report object) wherein the table or Table Section is interpreted as 
equivalent to staging table), 

"wherein the report object is configured to operate without directly accessing the 
database" (see Majeed , Fig. 4 wherein the Information Server Module (i.e., report object) does 
not directly accessing the database), and 

"wherein columns in the at least one staging table are related to the set of defined options 
of the uniform interface" (see Majeed , Fig. 17 and Fig. 22 for the relationship between defined 
option of the interface (Fig. 17) and columns of the report (Fig. 22) wherein columns of the 
report represents columns of the Table Section that hold the result data for formatting before 
reporting). 

However, Majeed docs not teach the database as a general ledger database. 

On the other hand, Thompson et al. teach a general ledger database (see Thompson et al , 
[column 25, lines 29-33]). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the system of Majeed by the teaching of Thompson et al. 
by modifying the system of Majeed to use with the general ledger database. Skilled artisan 
would have been motivated to do so as suggested by Majeed , [column 12, lines 15-20] that user 
can use the system to request for report on financial account (i.e., user's accounts and/or 
transactions). Accessing and reporting data from a general ledger database using the system of 
Majeed allows user with effective way to access reports regarding financial information. 
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As to claim 20, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 
18 and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Majeed and Thompson et al. teach: 

"wherein the at least one staging table is a temporary table" (see Thompson et al , 
[column 25, lines 15-17] wherein a Summary Temporary Table is a temporary staging table). 
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Conclusion 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuong-Thao Cao whose telephone number is (571)272-2735. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM (Mon - Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Hung T Vy/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2163 

Phuong-Thao Cao, Examiner 
Art Unit 2 164 
March 10, 2009 



